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THE NO-FEAR INTERVIEW

EVALUATIONS: Step Into the Speaker's Shoes



C viewpoint

A Year of
Discovery

Cl \ s your president this
/"Vpast year, one of my
greatest joys came from
finding affirmation for
some of my beliefs about
this great organization.

During my 21 years as

a Toastmaster, I've arrived

at certain convictions about

why and how our organi
zation works. In the past

12 months, I've met thou

sands of Toastmasters

around the world who've

told me and shown me

that my beliefs are, in

deed, factual.

I've always believed
that Toastmasters really

works - that it really does

change people's lives. Now
I have proof that it's true!
We are building a better

world, just as our founder.
Dr. Ralph Smedley, said we
would. In district visit after

district visit, Jean and I

would listen with joy and
satisfaction as members ex

pressed how surprised and grateful they are
for the genuine support and help they re
ceive. Let me share one letter with you. A

member wrote and told me: "I joined Toast-

masters to develop better interpersonal and
leadership skills. I thought it might help me
become a better father to my young son. My

expectations have been surpassed. My abili
ties to love and serve my family and my

community have multiplied. I believe the
key to success of the Toastmasters organiza
tion, the reason for its greatness, lies in its

ability to help people like myself."
I've always believed Toastmasters is ef

fective because of its development of leader
ship potential within the organization.
You've told me and shown me that it's true!

An absolute key role of our organization
is helping people realize that they have the
ability to lead. And when those people take
leadership roles within their clubs, districts
or at the international level, they prove just

how capable they are.

As I've travelled the world this past year,

I've met some incredibly dedicated people
serving in volunteer leadership positions.
Their work is what makes this organization

function so well. And it functions by help

ing others. The members served by these
leaders have told me time and time again

how grateful they are for the service pro
vided by our leaders.

Lastly, I've always believed that we have
an incredible staff at our World Headquar

ters. You've confirmed my belief in this area

as well. Keeping an organization active and
relevant in so many diverse places around
the world takes an exceptional group of
people. We have them at our Headquarters.
They are every bit as dedicated, professional
and talented as our volunteers. And we all

benefit from that!

Serving as your president for the past year
has been a truly marvelous experience. Jean

joins me in thanking you for the opportu
nity. Toastmasters works because of you!

Neil Wilkinson, DTM

International President
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