
PLANTING INSTRUCTIONS 

1 Unpack your trees, remove all packing 
material, carefully untangle the roots, 

and soak the roots in water for 3–6 hours. 
Do not allow the roots to dry out.

2 Dig a hole, wider than seems 
necessary, so the roots can grow 

outward without crowding. Remove any 
grass within a 3-foot circular area. To aid 
root growth, turn soil in an area up to  
3 feet in diameter.

3 Plant the tree just deep enough 
to barely cover the root collar (the 

uppermost point at which the roots grow 
out of the trunk), keeping plenty of room 
for the roots to spread. This is a critical 
factor for survival and growth. Ensure 
the tree is not planted deeper than the 
surrounding soil.

4 Shovel in the remaining soil. 
Natural is best — no need to add 

fertilizer, peat moss, sand, etc. It should be 
firmly but not tightly packed. Construct a 
water-holding basin around the tree. Give 
the tree plenty of water.

5 After the water has soaked in, spread 
protective mulch 2 inches deep in 

a 3-foot diameter around the base of the 
tree, but be careful not to allow the mulch 
to touch the trunk of the tree. Mulch 
serves as a protective barrier and provides 
an organic layer to stimulate growth.

6 The soil and mulch around your 
trees should be kept moist but 

not waterlogged. During dry weather, 
generously water the tree every 7 to 10 
days during the first year.
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The trees you plant will help fight climate change. 
Offset your carbon at arborday.org/offset.
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Using Fossil Fuels like gasoline and coal adds 
CO2 to the air. Trees help remove it.

One Tree that 
shades your home 
will also save fossil 
fuel, cutting CO2 
buildup as much as 
15 forest trees!
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The Greenhouse Effect: 
increased carbon dioxide (CO2) traps excess heat.
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Arbor Day, the tree planter’s holiday, is a nationally 
(and internationally) celebrated observance that 
encourages tree planting and care. Arbor Day is 
celebrated by individuals, schools, organizations, 
and even entire communities.

MAKE ARBOR DAY FUN AND MEMORABLE 
n		Ask local media to sponsor a tree trivia contest 

and give away trees.
n		Conduct tours to see outstanding, unusual, or 

historic trees in the community.
n		Dedicate a tree (or trees) in a park or school 

inviting everyone to participate.
n		Find activities for children at arborday.org/kids.

Whether it’s your first Arbor Day or 50th, find 
ideas and inspiration for an Arbor Day celebration 
by visiting arborday.org/celebrate.

Celebrate Want to join the largest nonprofit membership 
organization dedicated to planting trees? 

With your membership contribution, starting at 
$10, you will be taking an active role in making 
America — and our world — greener and healthier 
through planting trees. You will also receive a 
subscription to our bimonthly publication, access to 
helpful tree care information, and the choice of one 
of the free gifts listed below.  Take advantage of this 
offer today at arborday.org/join.

Alabama – Last full week in February
Alaska – Third Monday in May
Arizona –Last Friday in April
Arkansas – Third Monday in March
California – March 7-14
Colorado – Third Friday in April
Connecticut – Last Friday in April
Delaware – Last Friday in April
District of Columbia – Last Friday in April 
Florida – Third Friday in January 
Georgia – Third Friday in February
Hawaii – First Friday in November
Idaho – Last Friday in April 
Illinois – Last Friday in April
Indiana – Last Friday in April
Iowa – Last Friday in April
Kansas – Last Friday in April
Kentucky – First Friday in April
Louisiana – Third Friday in January
Maine – Third full week in May
Maryland – First Wednesday in April
Massachusetts – Last Friday in April
Michigan – Last Friday in April
Minnesota – Last Friday in April
Mississippi – Second Friday in February
Missouri – First Friday in April 
Montana – Last Friday in April

Nebraska – Last Friday in April
Nevada – Last Friday in April
New Hampshire – Last Friday in April
New Jersey – Last Friday in April
New Mexico – Second Friday in March
New York – Last Friday in April
North Carolina – First Friday following March 15
North Dakota – First Friday in May
Ohio – Last Friday in April
Oklahoma – Last full week in March
Oregon – First full week in April
Pennsylvania – Last Friday in April
Puerto Rico – Last Friday in September
Rhode Island – Last Friday in April
South Carolina – First Friday in December
South Dakota – Last Friday in April
Tennessee – First Friday in March
Texas – First Friday in November
Utah – Last Friday in April
Vermont – First Friday in May
Virginia – Last Friday in April
Virgin Islands – Last Friday in September
Washington – Second Wednesday in April
West Virginia – Second Friday in April
Wisconsin – Last Friday in April
Wyoming – Last Monday in April
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The Arbor Day Foundation celebrates those who are 
committed to planting and caring for a healthy tree 
canopy in their communities. 

More than 3,600 cities and towns of all sizes are 
currently recognized as Tree City USA® communities. 

Nearly 150 utility companies have received Tree  
Line USA® status for their dedication to helping 
trees and power lines live in harmony. 

And more than 500 colleges and universities, 
healthcare institutions, and K-12 schools have 
received Tree Campus recognition for their  
efforts to plant and care for trees while educating 
their community.

Is your community being recognized for prioritizing 
tree care? If so, be sure to congratulate them! If 
not, find out more about how you can get involved 
and encourage your community leaders to apply at 
arborday.org/programs. 

RECOGNIZING COMMUNITY 
TREE PLANTING AND CARE

JOIN THE ARBOR DAY FOUNDATION
THROUGH MEMBERSHIP

10 TREES PLANTED  
IN ONE OF OUR 

NATION’S FORESTS 

10 FREE TREES 
SHIPPED TO YOU 

AT THE RIGHT TIME 
FOR PLANTING IN 

YOUR AREA

 ARBOR DAY!

NATIONAL ARBOR DAY IS THE LAST FRIDAY IN APRIL
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