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Learning +
Enjoyment =
Achievement
A few days ago a friend asked me,

"Bill, what motivated you to become
President of an organization like Toast-
masters International? Was it simply a
desire for ego satisfaction?"

1 answered that Toastmasters is an

educational organization and serving as
its President is, for me, an exciting
opportunity for self-development. It's
also a chance for me to put something
back into an organization that has been a
beautiful part of my life.
When I first joined a Toastmasters

club 13 years ago, I needed to improve
my speaking skills. As a fledgling mem
ber, I found club meetings both stimu
lating and enjoyable. The enthusiasm of
my fellow members lifted my spirits and
made me feel good about myself. And
thanks to the "learn by doing" educa
tional format, my presentation skills
soon improved significantly.
Over the years, my personal needs

have evolved, yet Toastmasters has
continued to meet them. As I felt the

need to develop my leadership ability, I
discovered that Toastmasters offers

many opportunities — first within the
club, then at the district level and
beyond.
Throughout my 13-year association

with Toastmasters, 1 have continued to
enjoy myself and to grow. The benefits,
both personal and to my professional
life, have been incalculable.

That's why I've selected as my presi
dential theme, TOASTMASTERS .. .
LEARNING + ENJOYMENT =
ACHIEVEMENT.

Several years ago Dr. Abraham Mas-
low organized human needs into five
levels: basic physical needs, safety and
security needs, affiliation needs, ego-
fulfillment needs and self-actualization

needs.

For me, Toastmasters has helped to
fill the three top levels:
• Affiliation . . . Toastmasters is a

"belonging" organization — one that
makes us feel part of a movement that is
worthwhile and important.
• Ego-fulfillment ... In Toastmasters

we can learn to be leaders, to motivate
others to higher achievement. Nothing
is more satisfying.
• Self-actualization . . . This is our

highest need — to realize our potential,
to become the best that we can be.
What could be more valuable than an

organization that fills the human needs
of the highest order? It is Toastmasters'
ability to meet these needs that makes
our great organization so successful.

In my opinion, the key to this success
is at the club level. If our clubs provide
their members with opportunities for
learning and enjoyment, those members
will achieve. They will grow, their
personal and professional lives will be
enhanced, and they will gain the tre
mendous satisfaction of meeting their
ultimate needs as human beings.
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