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VIEWPOINT

Start a New Club - It's Easy!
One of the most enjoyable activities in Toastmasters is building new clubs.
Expanding the network of clubs is not only an integral part of our mission

of making effective communication a worldwide reality, but it is a wonderful
opportunity to share the life-changing benefits of club membership with 20 or
more individuals. The importance of building new clubs can be driven home
by pondering these questions: 1) Do you appreciate and feel thankful that
someone took the time and trouble to form your club? And 2) Where would
you be today if your club had not been chartered?

The first question is easy to answer, probably with an emphatic "Yes!" The
second question probably makes you shudder. If you have been a Toastmaster
for any length of time, you know that our product is a changed life, in virtual
ly every way imaginable. Our one and only delivery vehicle of that product is
the club meeting which, of course, cannot exist without the club. Fulfilling the
district mission by forever expanding the network of clubs provides us with
tremendous opportunities to help people change.

How is this to be done? It begins with you, the club member. Your district

needs your help and you can provide this help by supplying the leads, sources
and resources for chartering new clubs.

By chartering one club at a time, Toastmasters has become what it is today.
Since that first club met in October 1924, we've become a worldwide organiza

tion of 77 districts with 176,600 members in 8,850 clubs.

None of us live in a vacuum. We all know hundreds of people who need

Toastmasters. Finding the source of new club leads is similar to finding the source
of new members: simply look around within your own sphere of influence.

Every member can be the source of new club leads. If you are interested in
starting a club, or know of a good location for one, please call 1-800-9WE-SPEAK
(1-800-937-7325) or go online at www.toastmasters.org. You can also order
the manual. How To Build a Toastmasters Club (Catalog No. 121), from

Toastmasters headquarters.

Consider this: whoever started your club gave you a valuable gift. They
helped you succeed. Now you can return the favor and help others succeed.
Imagine the 50th anniversary of a Toastmasters club you helped charter. What
a legacy! When you participate in the formation of a new club, you are demon
strating the "Friends Helping Friends Succeed" attitude.

Note: As you may already know, Executive Director Terry McCann is retiring in
August 2001. All qualified candidates are encouraged to submit resumh to the
recruitment firm DeFrain Mayer. Please see page 11 for details.
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